Table of contents

L. Characteristics of the instrument
[.1. Components and mechanism ........cccooveeueerecerenencuennn. 11
1.2. The sound - the acoustic and aural perception
DERAVIOUT et 16
II. Two separate stories

I1.1. The toy piano with strings: a miniature instrument

for children of the wealthy .....ccccvveueiricvnccrccrcne, 20
I1.2. The Harold Rhodes’ Xylette and Kawai
1703 33 5 1 J OO 26

II1. Music as ‘play’

II1.1. Toy InStruments in art MUSIC..c.cceeerererrurerereecuererenes 33

IV. Curious ‘pianos’ before the toy piano

IV.1. Keyboard instruments with glass components
(crystallophones)......ccevrereccccreieineccceeeeee 50

IV.2. The ‘pianoforte a cristallo’ by Giuseppe Bisogno ... 54

IV.3. Stahlklavier, Glockenspiel and Harmonica
A CIAVIET crvieevetiectcteeeeee ettt bens 57

IV.4. Ancient virginals and ‘sewing boxes’ .......cccccoeuvvunnee. 59
V. The history of three toy piano makers: Albert Schoenhut,
Victor Michel, Egisto Bontempi

V.1. Schoenhut toy piano, from Germany to the
United STates....cueucueeeeeiercreireeieineeieesesese s sseesesene 63

V.2. In Europe: ‘Petit piano’ Michelsonne and the
‘Pianini’ by Egisto Bontempi.....cooveeveerecrreneecreenecereneenees 70



VI. From the past to the present

VL.1. “Give your child toys” .....ccoeeercerencrericenicrennne 78

VI.2. “The Ladies’ Home Journal” ......ccovvveueeerirenennnnne 86

VL3. On the threshold of the twenty-first century .......... 89
VIL. The play-community

VIL.1. John Cage and the toy piano.......c.ccccerevceeurercecurenenes 93

VII.2. Toy piano repertoire: an overview

of selected WOTKS ...oveeeueuieeieiiirirri e 96

VIL.3 The role of interpreters......coommeerunereureneereerecunenenes 109
VIIL. Playing practicalities for performers......c.coceveucurencee 113
CONCIUSIONS ..o 118
Bibliography ..o 123
List of works with toy instruments ........ccceveeeuerreceeerecnens 131
List of works for toy plano .......ccceveeeeeevercererererenrenceeeneenens 136
DiSCOZIAPNY vt 153
Acknowledgements........coeucueeecerinecreinecieneceece e 159
Picture acknowledgements.......c.ccovuvvenecccicinnnnncncccnes 160

INdEX Of INAIMIES vvveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt e eeeseeeeeeeaessneene 163



